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Question:  What is the governing instruction for Fleet OCS applications?
Answer:    OPNAVINST 1420.1B (or latest version), chapter 4, available from your Admin office or Command Career Counselor, or from the OPNAV instruction website: http://doni.daps.dla.mil/OPNAV.aspx. As this instruction is over 200 pages long, take this into account when considering your internet connection download speeds. 

Question:  What is the correct Fleet OCS application form number?
Answer:    OPNAV 1420/1 (Rev 01-2008) – Officer Programs Application. Copies of this form are available for download from https://navalforms.documentservices.dla.mil/web/public/home.

Question:  Where can I find out information regarding Fleet OCS processing requirements, board schedules, medical requirements and other OCS related information?
Answer:    OPNAVINST 1420.1B is the primary reference governing Fleet OCS processing requirements and eligibility criteria. COMNAVCRUITCOM’s annual Notice 1131 lays out the annual OCS professional review board schedule, available for download from http://www.cnrc.navy.mil/nrc_directives.htm. If answers are not available from within these two references to answer all questions, a Fleet Sailor can email the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at email address: ocsquestions@navy.mil.

Question:  How do I find out board schedules and when to submit an OCS application for each board?
Answer:    Current FY OCS Board Schedules are promulgated within Commander, Navy Recruiting Command (CNRC) Notice COMNAVCRUITCOMNOTE 1131, updated each Fiscal Year (and as frequently as required) to reflect the FY OCS Board Schedule. This notice is available for download and viewing at http://www.cnrc.navy.mil/nrc_directives.htm. Or email the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at email address:  ocsquestions@navy.mil. 

Question:  Where can I find the most current Fleet OCS application checklist?
Answer:    The current version of this checklist is available for download at Navy Personnel Command’s (NPC) StayNavy website: http://www.public.navy.mil/bupers-npc/career/staynavy/Pages/default.aspx. Or you can email the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at email address: ocsquestions@navy.mil and request a current Fleet OCS application checklist be provided.

Question:  What is the recommended method for submitting my Fleet OCS application to Navy Recruiting Command (NRC)?
Answer:    Scan and email your Fleet OCS application to: officerapplications@navy.mil. Why? Because it arrives immediately and can be processed immediately vice mailing hardcopies to Navy Recruiting Command (NRC).

Question:  What are the requirements for submitting an OCS application via email to Navy Recruiting Command (NRC)?
Answer:    Scan your application documents and create a PDF file with your documents. Remember to include ALL of the required application documents as noted in the Fleet OCS Application Checklist. Attach the PDF file of your documents to an email and email to Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at officerapplications@navy.mil. Send only one email. You will receive a confirmation of receipt of your email within two business days. If you do not receive a confirmation within two business days, re-send your email with your PDF attachments and follow-up with an email to the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at email address: ocsquestions@navy.mil to confirm your application status.

Question:  Is it true that all Fleet OCS applications can be received at any time?
Answer:    No. Some boards meet at pre-set scheduled board dates within the processing year and therefore require applications to be received at NRC by a certain date in order to be considered. Other boards occur more frequently throughout the year and therefore applications for those boards can be received by NRC at any time.  The most current board schedules will provide the answer to when boards are scheduled and which OCS applications may be received at anytime.

Question:  How do I attach my official college transcripts if sending my OCS application via email?
Answer:    Take the sealed, official transcripts to your administrative officer who will certify each college transcript. Then scan the certified copy and submit with the rest of the Fleet OCS application documents.

Questions: Can I transfer during the time that my OCS application is being processed?
Answer:    Yes, but ONLY if you also request to have your Fleet OCS application pulled from further processing and consideration.  See OPNAVINST 1420.1B, Chapter 4 and specifically the paragraph entitled "transfer".  It states that once you send your Fleet OCS application and are outside of a 90 day PRD window, detailers should not and cannot transfer you.  On the other hand, if you do negotiate a set of orders while in an OCS processing status, you have to agree to accept PCS orders to that next command over continued consideration and processing of your OCS application. 

Questions: How do I check on the status of my application? How do I check on the status of my medical Physical Qualification (PQ) determination? 
Answer:    Have your command career counselor contact the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) at email address: ocsquestions@navy.mil to confirm your application status.

Question:  Will I be allowed to submit an OCS application while in a TEMDU status?
Answer:    Yes, if performing or slated to perform an IA. However, you will still be required to complete the IA duty prior to going to OCS. Students in their training pipeline are not allowed to apply to OCS because it places extra burden on detailing and on the training facility. Students are asked to wait to submit an OCS application until after they have been gained at their next operational ultimate activity. 

Question:  If I am a Reservist, can I apply for Fleet OCS?
Answer:    Yes.  All SELRES including SELRES on Active Duty orders are eligible to apply for OCS via the OPNAVINST 1420.1B.  You will need to go through your Navy Operational Support Center Command Career Counselor for assistance with your application.  

Question:  How will I know if I am professionally recommended for a given Officer designator?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer:    Your command will find out first through the command’s BUPERS Online (BOL) Command Leadership Access. Your CO/XO will receive the official OCS Notification via their BUPERS Online (BOL) Command Leadership Access. They will also receive your official Selection Letter (indicating that you were professionally recommended) and the Service Agreement for the Officer Program for which you were selected. Once the command-level results have been sent to the fleet, applicant’s BOL accounts will also be updated to reflect the professional recommendation board results. Approximately one week after a professional recommendation board concludes, an applicant will receive via BOL, under the Selection Boards page, either a "Y" if professionally recommended or an "N" if not professionally recommended. If you were professionally recommended, that will trigger continued processing for OCS and you would then be encouraged to contact the OCS Processing Team within Navy Recruiting Command (NRC) to determine the next step in your processing. If you were not professionally recommended during the board, your application will be archived with no further action being taken. No professional board results will be provided over the phone. Instead, all professional board results will be distributed through BOL. 

Question:  Is it true that my Commanding Officer may stipulate when I will be available for OCS, if selected? How is my shipping date to OCS determined?
Answer:    Yes, Operational commitments will prevail. Normally the CO will indicate the date of availability for shipping to OCS on their command letter of approval on page 9 and 10 of the Fleet OCS application. Either way, assigned OCS class shipping dates will be coordinated with the losing operational command to attempt to minimize impact to the command’s operational requirements. OCS shipping dates will normally occur anywhere from 2 months to 6 months after being professionally recommended, depending on the command’s operational requirements and OCS class loading and PCS funding availability. Once the assigned OCS shipping date is confirmed, PCS orders are generated by community Detailers with the assigned OCS start date, any follow-on training schools, and the next post-OCS command/unit.   

Question:  If not professionally recommended by an OCS board, will I know why I was not recommended?
Answer:    No, boards are not allowed to give out specific or detailed board related information.  This is done to protect the integrity of the board process by not disclosing details about specific applications or board proceedings. Fleet OCS applications that are received by the OCS Processing team that do not meet the basic or program eligibility requirements for an OCS officer program will receive explanation for a determination of ineligibility. However, Fleet Sailors can often times improve the competitiveness of their application by retaking the ASTB and improving their test scores. Other areas where Fleet Sailors can often times improve the competitiveness of their application is by demonstrating sustained superior performance within their performance Evaluations – such as “breaking out” among your pier group, striving to be recognized as Sailor-of-the-Year or Sailor-of-the-Quarter, assuming command-level collateral duties, demonstrating leadership, taking additional college courses/off-duty education, and demonstrating community involvement. Demonstrated sustained superior performance in a Navy setting/environment carries a lot of weight during professional recommendation boards. 

Question:  What are the BCA and Physical Fitness requirements at OCS?
Answer:    You should strive to arrive at OCS in peak physical condition and prepared to immediately perform a Navy PFA. As an absolute minimum, you need to arrive at OCS well within Navy BCA standards and be able to pass a Navy PRT with at least GOOD scores in all events to make your time there easier when it comes to accomplishing the physical fitness tests and when conducting daily physical fitness requirements. Showing up in marginal BCA standards and only able to pass a Navy PRT with “satisfactory” scores will make your time at OCS much more challenging and could result in you being rolled back to provide time for you to improve your physical conditioning – delaying your commissioning. OCS uses the Navy BCA and Physical Fitness standards as defined in OPNAVINST 6110.1J. Additional information about OCS Physical Fitness requirements can be found on the OCS website:  http://www.ocs.navy.mil/pt.asp

