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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Fleet Cyber Command Names Its First Sailor of the Year
Fort George G. Meade, MD (NNS) – U.S. Fleet Cyber Command / U.S. Tenth Fleet (FLTCYBERCOM/C10F) announced the winner of its 2010 Staff Sailor of the Year Nov. 18 during a staff all-hands call.
Legalman First Class (Expeditionary Warfare) Richard R. Cocklin, who hails from Kansas City, MO, was selected as the inaugural Staff Sailor of the Year from a field of extremely qualified candidates.
“I am very proud and honored to be selected as the first Fleet Cyber Command Staff Sailor of the Year,” Cocklin said. “I know my fellow candidates are all worthy of this title, and I find it humbling to be among such exceptional Sailors.”

According to Master Chief Petty Officer William A. Lovejoy, Headquarters Staff Senior Enlisted Leader, Sailor of the Year boards are always difficult when you have a command full of outstanding Sailors.

“Standing up the newest echelon II command and numbered fleet staff required nothing but top-performers and that is what we received, which made our inaugural Sailor of the Year board that much more difficult,” Lovejoy said. “Petty Officer Cocklin epitomizes the Navy's core values and is a clear leader among his peers. His Shipmates and family should be very proud!”

Cocklin, 37, has served in the Navy for more than 19 years, including two tours supporting security and stability operations in Afghanistan and the Horn of Africa.  He arrived at Fleet Cyber Command in February.

In addition to supporting the command as an independent duty Fleet Legalman, Cocklin played an integral part in moving the Navy’s newest Fleet toward achieving full operational capability by providing meticulous input on the command’s initial directives and instructions, ensuring that FLTCYBERCOM/C10F started out with a solid administrative foundation.  He spearheaded the stand up of the high-impact Command Career Counselor program and Morale, Welfare and Recreation Committee. He also mentored over 35 second class petty officers in the Fort Meade-area E5 to MCPON program.
“It is an important job to make sure things are correct from the beginning,” Cocklin said. “It's important that future Sailors at Fleet Cyber Command do not have to re-create the wheel to get things done and accomplish the mission.  It's about taking care of your relief and setting a good precedent.”

Capt. Denise Stich, Fleet Judge Advocate, said Cocklin exemplifies the complete Sailor and is an exceptional representative of Fleet Cyber Command and the Navy.

“From my personal observations as his supervisor, Petty Officer Cocklin is most deserving of this recognition, she said. “He stands out among his peers because he not only is an outstanding legal specialist but also a superior leader with great initiative. Petty Officer Cocklin is definitely one of the best Sailors that I've been privileged to serve with during my 24 years in the Navy.”
Cocklin will represent FLTCYBERCOM at the Vice Chief of Naval Operations Shore SOY competition in Washington, D.C.
U.S. Fleet Cyber Command/U.S. Tenth Fleet serves as the Navy’s central operational authority for cyberspace operations supporting forces afloat and ashore. The new command operates a secure, interoperable naval network and coordinates the Navy's operational requirements for cyberspace, cryptology/signal intelligence, information operations, and space capabilities.
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