
Fire POD Notes

Using a fireplace this winter to help with heating bills? Here’s a safety tip. Never use gasoline to start a fire. Use paper, kindling and dry wood. 

Have at least one smoke alarm on every floor of your home (including the basement). Replace the batteries at least once per year. 

If grease catches fire in a pot or pan on your stove, don’t try to carry it outside. Smother the blaze by putting a lid on the pan, using a fire extinguisher or dousing it with baking soda.

Using a fireplace this winter to help with heating bills? Here’s a safety tip. Make sure that floor coverings and furniture are far enough away from the fireplace. 

Using a fireplace this winter to help with heating bills? Here’s a safety tip. Make sure the fire is out before you leave it alone or go to bed.

Test your smoke alarms at least once a month. And change the batteries in your smoke alarms at least once a year, even if they aren't chirping at you to warn you that the battery is getting low. 

When your smoke alarm starts to shriek, have a plan for escaping the fire. Make sure everyone in your family understands the plan and has practiced what to do.

Avoid Heating Fires: Safety around heating equipment and appliances is an important first step in reducing the threat of fire. Keep children and loose clothing at a safe distance. If you have a coal stove, wood stove or a space heater, make sure it is installed at least 3 feet from anything that might catch fire. Keep portable heaters away from traffic paths.

According to the National Fire Protection Association, half of the people who die in home fires were in the six percent of the homes that lack smoke alarms. In about thirty percent of the fires in homes that have smoke alarms, the devices don't work-usually because the batteries are dead, missing or not connected.

Artificial logs in fireplaces are easy to use, but they aren't hazard-free. You are supposed to burn one at a time, and you aren't supposed to add wood or paper to the fire. Don't put them on a wood fire, either. Always use a grate and a fireplace screen. Keep an eye on the fire if children are around. And have your chimney inspected (and cleaned, if necessary) regularly. 

Heating Fires: Measure the distance between heaters and combustible material. You must have at least three feet of clearance. Turn off portable heaters when you go out or when you got to bed at night. And make sure the fire in the fireplace is out.
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